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Ira A. Abrahamson Jr, MD 
Emeritus Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology,  

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, OH

Harold Adolph, MD  
Chief of Surgery, SIM Galmi Hospital, Niger, Africa

Nathan Barlow, MD  
(Posthumous), Director, The Mossy Foot Project, Ventura, CA

Mary Breckenridge, RN  
(Posthumous), Founder, Frontier Nursing Service, Wendover, KY

Editha Canete-Miguel, MD, FPCP  
Founder and Executive Director, Agape Rural Program, Philippines

Dame Aileen Coleman, RN, SCM, BSc, MA, AM  
Annor Sanatorium for Chest Diseases, Mafraq, Jordan

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA  
President, Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation, Toledo, OH

Bernardo Cuevas, MD  
President, Medical Missions Inc. and Professor of Surgery,  

Santo Thomas University, Manila, Philippines

James G. Diller, MD, FACS  
Chairman, Board of Directors, Diller Foundation, Toledo, OH

Harvey Doorenbos, MD  
Holland, MI

Diane C. Downing, RN, BS, MPH  
Primary Care Provider and Community Health Nurse, Congo

Paul E. Farmer, MD, PhD  
Founding Director, Partners in Health, Boston, MA

Robert L. Foster, MD  
Hospital Founder, Surgeon and Medical Director, Zambia and Angola

Glenn W. Geelhoed, MD, MA, DTMH, PhD, MPH, FACS  
Professor of Surgery, Professor of International Medical Education,  

Professor of Microbiology, Immunology and Tropical Medicine,  
The George Washington University Medical Center, Washington, D.C.

Jeffery E. Heck, MD  
Founder and Chairman, Board of Directors, Shoulder to Shoulder, Asheville, NC

Richard M. Hodes, MD, FACP 
Medical Director, American Jewish Joint Distribution Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD  
Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular Virology and Microbiology at Baylor College of 

Medicine, Chief of a new section of Pediatrics Tropical Medicine, founding Dean of the 
National School of Tropical Medicine and President of the Sabin Vaccine Institute.
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John P. Howe, III, MD 
Chief Executive Officer, Project HOPE, Millwood, VA

S. Amjad Hussain, MD, FRCSC, FACS 
 Toledo, OH

Edna Adan Ismail, PhD, SRN 
Director, Edna Adan Hospital, Somalia

Kathleen Magee, MEd, MSW 
Co-founder and President, Operation Smile, Norfolk, VA

William P. Magee, Jr, DDS, MD, FACS  
Co-founder and Chief Executive Officer, Operation Smile, Norfolk, VA

William Larimer Mellon, Jr, MD  
(Posthumous), and Gwendolyn Grant Mellon (Posthumous),  

Co-founders of Hospital Albert Schweitzer, Deschapelles, Haiti

Lincoln Nelson, MD, FPCS (Posthumous)  
Battle Creek, MI

Sania Nishtar, SI, FRCP, PhD  
Founder, Heartfile, Islamabad, Pakistan

Richard Paat, MD   
Maumee, Ohio

Jean William Pape, MD  
Director of Gheskio Centers, Port-au-Prince, Professor of Medicine,  

Cornell University, New York, NY

Pablo Pons, MD and Maria Pons, PhD  
Dublin, Ohio, Founders of Midwest Medical Mission

Victor C. Rambo, MD  
(Posthumous), Ophthalmologist and Missionary to India.

Edgar Rodas, MD, FACS and Dolores Reinbach Rodas 
Founders, The Cinterandes Foundation, Cuenca, Ecuador

Albert G. Roode, MD  
(Posthumously), Pibor, Sudan

Albert Schweitzer, MD, PhD  
(Posthumous), Albert Schweitzer Institute, Hamden, CT

Jill Seaman, MD  
International Medical Relief Fund, Upper Nile, Sudan

Bruce C. Steffes, MD, MBA, FACP, FWACS  
Pan-African Academy of Christian Surgeons, Linden, NC

George Varghese, MBBS and Sheila Varghese, MBBS  
Lady Willingdon Hospital, Manali, India

Sr. Yvonne Veins*, RN, MEd  
Apostle of the Needy, Sister of Charity of Montreal, Grey Nuns, Lexington, MA

*Deceased



Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA
Lifetime Distinguished Service Award Recipients 2003-2012

Todd Brickman, MD, PhD
John Bul Dau

Jeffrey P. Gold, MD
S. Amjad Hussain, MD

Marcy S. Kaptur
Scott McLean, MD, PhD
Patricia J. Metting, PhD

Dan Saevig, MBA

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Medical Mission Hall of Fame has been created to honor 
those individuals and organizations that have made significant 
and substantial contributions to advancing the quality of life 

of their brothers and sisters throughout our world.

Inductees of the Medical Mission Hall of Fame have been specially 
honored by The Board of Trustees of The University of Toledo. 

Each inductee has been designated as a 
“Distinguished Global Faculty Member of 

The University of Toledo Health Science Campus.”

AWARDS PRESENTATION AND RECEPTION

The University of Toledo
Howard L. Collier Building

Health Science Campus
March 22, 2014 

7– 9:30 p.m.

Dr. Glenn Geelhoed, a previous Medical Mission Hall of Fame inductee,  
will hold a book signing at the reception for his book Gifts from the Poor.  
Dr. S. Amjad Hussain, a 2012 Medical Mission Hall of Fame inductee,  

will also be available to sign his book With Whom Shall I Talk In the Dead of Night. 
Both books will be available for purchase with all proceeds  

benefiting the Medical Mission Hall of Fame.

The Medical Mission Hall of Fame Congratulates
The 2014 inductees and award recipient
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2014 Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA, Lifetime Distinguished Service Award  

Kristopher BricKman, mD, Facep
The University of Toledo

Toledo, Ohio

Dr. Brickman, the founder and director of the Office of Global 
Health at The University of Toledo’s College of Medicine 
and Life Sciences, began his illustrious medical career when 

he graduated from Wright State University School of Medicine in 
1983. He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at St. Vincent 
Medical Center/Toledo Hospital in 1988.
“To know Kris,” said one of his medical faculty associates, “is to be 
impressed with his exuberance, his dynamism and his love of life.”
Dr. Brickman developed Northwest Ohio Emergency Services in 
1989 and currently is CEO of the organization, which employs 
approximately 40 physicians. This organization provides emergency 
staffing at six surrounding hospitals in northwest Ohio including  
The University of Toledo Medical Center.
Another of Dr. Brickman’s long-term faculty associates noted, “I’ve 

known many individuals throughout my career but never in all my years have I had the joyful 
experience of knowing anyone like him. He goes at rocket speed 24/7 and no one can keep up 
with him.” Where does Kris get the motivation to further distinguish his illustrative medical 
career not only in the local area, but in the larger world community? In answer to the question 
one of his faculty colleagues responded, “Kris truly believes that life is too short to be wasted.” 
He is committed to honor those who have been honored previously by the Medical Mission 
Hall of Fame, and he believes that we recognize them by emulating them. 
Dr. Brickman recently returned from one of his many medical internship trips. His reaction on 
arriving back home was: “When can we go again?” In 2010, Kris went on a medical mission trip 
to Haiti to help that country rebuild from a horrific natural disaster. Kris found that to be one 
of life’s transforming experiences. Since then, he has returned 10 times to Haiti and participated 
in 20 medical missions to extend the role of The University of Toledo in the world. 
Along with serving as a member of UTMC’s medical executive committee over the last 18 years 
and as faculty senate president in 2007–2008, Dr. Brickman has distinguished his medical 
career by being deeply involved in numerous other institutional committees. In addition, Kris 
has been extensively involved with research activities and professional publications with medical 
students.
From Bryan, Ohio, to Chengdu, China, during the last 10 years he has visited 25 other 
countries along the way and has volunteered his talents to others in the People to People 
Ambassadors Program. 
Kris is a man on the go with a mission who doesn’t have time to waste precious moments of life.

Kristopher Brickman,  
MD, FACEP



2014 Medical Mission Hall of Fame Inductee

Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières
Paris, France 

 
 
 
 

Doctors Without Borders is a highly regarded private international relief organization that 
aids victims of armed conflicts, epidemics, natural and man-made disasters and others 
who lack adequate health care due to social, political and/or economic disorganization. 

Thus, MSF has a unique mandate to speak out against violations of humanitarian law that the 
organization may witness in the course of providing medical aid, nutritional assistance and disaster 
relief. 
Doctors Without Borders is to be strongly commended for the extraordinary achievements of its 
professional staff and volunteer workers who have provided compassionate humanitarian health 
care assistance to marginalized individuals and populations since MSF was founded in Paris, 
France, in 1971.
MSF has courageously endeavored to improve the human condition by freely providing 
humanitarian health, medical care and disaster relief to our brothers and sisters throughout our 
world for over four decades. Since its founding, MSF has worked to meet the health needs of 
people too often forgotten by the world. Consistent with its laudable mission, MSF has been 
willing to courageously respond during national and international conflicts to meet the needs of 
patients and to aid local health-care workers who have been cut off from assistance in their own 
countries. MSF volunteers have often valiantly spoken out against genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. Moreover, MSF advocates for the improvement of food aid to insure that young 
children in malnutrition hot spots have access to the nutrients they need to be healthy and to resist 
life-threatening diseases.
MSF received the prestigious international Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo in October 1999. This 
significant event occurred at a time when civilian populations were increasingly targeted in civil 
wars and when humanitarian principles were under fire. The well-deserved award honors the 
organization’s national and international relief workers who have provided medical assistance in 
more than 80 countries. For the MSF workers around the world, this prize indicates that there is 
a high level of public support for the right to humanitarian assistance, which is so often abridged 
during times of conflict. The award of this prestigious prize also inspired other individuals, 
organizations and academic institutions such as The University of Toledo, and the Medical Mission 
Hall of Fame. The Medical Mission Hall of Fame endeavors to honor the tremendous work and 
achievements of Doctors Without Borders.



2014 Medical Mission Hall of Fame Inductee

Richard Bransford, MD
Millie Bransford
Boone, North Carolina

The Bransfords have touched the lives of thousands of 
children with disabilities in some of the world’s most 
disadvantaged regions. After participating in an academic 

undergraduate educational program at Compton College in 
California, the young doctor-to-be enrolled at UCLA. After 
receiving a degree of bachelor of science in physics from UCLA, 
Dick embarked in earnest on his medical career. He headed east 
to Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. In addition to 
making an excellent medical school choice, he met and married 
Millie, his lifelong partner to be. After graduating from Johns 
Hopkins in 1967 and completing his residency program and 
a tour of duty with the U.S. Air Force, the Bransford family 
traveled to Switzerland to join AIM International. 

In further preparation for a medical missionary career, while in Europe, Dr. Bransford received 
a degree in tropical medicine. With that degree in hand, the Bransford family continued their 
dedicated quest to improve the human condition of their brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. This quest has remained a central purpose and a motivating force in their lives for over 
three decades.
Dr. Bransford began work as a missionary in the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Comoro 
Islands. From 1978 to 1998 the Bransford team served at Kijabe Hospital in Kenya. While 
working in Kenya, Dick and Mille helped found Bethany Crippled Children’s Centre in Kijabe. 
Compelled by a burning desire to further improve the lives of surgery deprived African children, 
they went on to co-found Bethany Relief and Rehabilitation International. This organization 
is now known as BethanyKids. Currently, the organization endeavors to transform the lives of 
African children with life-threatening surgical conditions and disabilities through pediatric surgery, 
rehabilitation, public education, spiritual ministry and the training of health-care professionals. 
Today, the BethanyKids organization has grown to assume responsibility for all children’s services 
at Kijabe Hospital in Kenya and is the only accredited hospital in East Africa for pediatric 
surgeons.
The Bransfords’ dedicated and compassionate concern for all of God’s children as medical 
missionaries has defined their meaningful life’s career choices. In recognition of his outstanding 
pediatric surgical contributions, Dick was awarded AMA’s Dr. Nathan Davis International Award 
in Medicine and the ACS Surgical Humanitarian Award. Today, their medical mission service 
continues as they travel throughout Africa providing compassionate care and disseminating God’s 
message of love. When discussing the humanitarian organizations with which the family has had 
the opportunity to serve their fellow man, Dr. Bransford said, “Each was birthed with a view to 
glorify God, most through the compassionate care of children and their families. Each has borne 
fruit for eternity. I have no doubt that each was placed in God’s hands and each was guided 
carefully by Him.”
The Bransfords have seven children and reside in Venice, Florida. The Medical Mission Hall of 
Fame of The University of Toledo is proud to honor the Bransford family in the class of 2014.

Richard Bransford, MD
Millie Bransford
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Pedro J. Obregon, II, MD, PhD, FACS
Judith Obregon, CMT, RMA

Venice, Florida

Dr. Pedro “Pete” and Judy Obregon are truly a dedicated 
medical missionary team. They personify those who 
honor others by serving those in need. They have 

distinguished themselves by following in practice the biblical 
injunction “love thy neighbor.”

Pete is a product of an American medical mission in the 
Philippines. His mother and father were the first converts to 
the Christian faith in the Philippine city of Hollo in the early 
1900s. Dr. Obregon received his academic training at a Baptist 
University in the Philippines. After graduating from medical 
school, he came to the United States for his medical specialty 
training in general surgery and began his private practice in 
Point Pleasant, West Virginia, and later in Columbus, Ohio. 

In their words, “We were richly blessed by God and highly honored to be called to serve Him. 
So, we promised to give back to Him by serving the underserved people of our community and 
the world. Judy and I were pleased to have been given the opportunity to promote the common 
good by giving back to our community by making our talents and abilities available to our many 
underserved brothers and sisters.”

Pete and Judy began to give back by starting two homeless clinics in Columbus, Ohio, but 
their greatest desire was to serve the underserved medical and surgical needs of the poor in 
the third world. Early in their medical mission career, Dr. Obregon started doing short-term 
medical mission work at Hollo Mission Hospital where his mother started working years before 
as a nurse. Their medical mission practice eventually branched out to El Salvador, Africa, the 
Dominican Republic and Mexico.

In 1993, Dr. Obregon was appointed medical director for Medical Ministry International 
for Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe. Recognizing the larger medical and surgical needs of the 
underserved in third world countries, Pete decided to give up his private practice and began to 
serve full-time for Medical Ministry International. Since making that life-transforming decision, 
Dr. Obregon and Judy have taken 134 medical and surgical teams to 39 different countries in the 
world. In addition to participating on numerous medical and surgical teams, Judy has served as 
project director for many MMI projects. She handled the administrative aspects of the mission 
projects while Pete concentrated on the medical aspects. She assisted in the surgery and pharmacy 
aspects of mission projects and has taught techniques of respiratory therapy to nurses.

Dr. Obregon is still actively doing medical missions by serving as International Medical Director 
of Medical Ministry International. Pete and Judy are representative of the many unsung heroes 
among us. They recognize that to truly honor those who are devoted to serving the common 
good we can honor them by beneficially serving others.

Pedro J. Obregon, II, MD,  
PhD, FACS

Judith Obregon, CMT, RMA



MEDICAL MISSION PROGRAM SPONSORS

Andrew B. Casabianca, DMD, MD
Lawrence V. and Ruth B. Conway Trust

Lawrence V. Conway, Jr. and Christine Conway Trust
David G. Cook Trust

Carolyn Gregory
S. Zaheer Hasan, MD
Samina Hasan, MD

Key Bank
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation Inc.

Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation
Dorothy M. Price

Joseph A. Scazzero, PhD

COOPERATING INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Bowling Green State University
Christ Presbyterian Church

Eli Lilly and Company
Lourdes University

Maumee Valley Presbytery
Merck & Company, Inc.

Owens Community College
Parke-Davis
Pfizer Inc.

Schering-Plough
Toledo Area Ministries

The George Washington University Medical Center
The University of Toledo

The University of Toledo Medical Center
The University of Toledo Students for Medical Missions



HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD
Judge Andy Devine, Toledo, Ohio

Mike DeWine, Cedarville, Ohio

Hope Taft, Columbus, Ohio

Cynthia Ford, Toledo, Ohio

David Ives, Executive Director, Albert Schweitzer Institute, Hamden, Connecticut

Daniel T. Johnson PhD, President Emeritus, The University of Toledo

Marcy Kaptur, Congresswoman, Ninth Congressional District, Ohio

The Rev. Robert G. Croskery D. Min, Cincinnati, Ohio

Ira A. Abrahamson, Jr. MD, Emeritus Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology, 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, Ohio

Harold Adolph, MD, Chief of Surgery at SIM Galmi Hospital

Editha Canete-Miguel, MD, FPCP, Founder and Executive Director, 
Agape Rural Program, Philippines

Dame Aileen Coleman, RN, SCM, BSc, MA, AM, 
Annor Sanatorium for Chest Diseases, Mafraq, Jordan

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA, President, 
Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation

Bernardo Cuevas MD, President, Medical Missions Inc., 
and Professor of Surgery, Santo Thomas University, 

Manila, the Philippines

James G. Diller, MD, FACS, Chairman, Board of Directors, Diller Foundation

Harvey Doorenbos, MD, Holland, Michigan

Diane C. Downing, RN, BS, MPH, Primary Care Provider 
and Community Health Nurse, Congo

Paul E. Farmer, MD, PhD, Founding Director, 
Partners in Health, Boston, Massachusetts

Robert L. Foster, MD, Hospital Founder, Surgeon and Medical Director, 
Zambia and Angola

Glenn W. Geelhoed, MD, PhD, MA, DTMH, MPH, FACS, Professor of Surgery, Professor 
of International Medical Education, Professor of Microbiology and Tropical Medicine, 

The George Washington University Medical Center, Washington D.C.

Jeffery E. Heck, MD, Founder and Chairmen, Board of Directors, Shoulder to Shoulder

Richard M. Hodes MD, FACP, Medical Director, 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, President, Sabin Vaccine Institute

John P. Howe, III, MD, CEO, Project HOPE, Millwood, Virginia



S. Amjad Hussain, MD, FRCSC, FACS, Toledo, Ohio

Edna Adan Ismail, PhD, SRN Director, Edna Adan Hospital, Somalia

Kathleen Magee, M.Ed, MSW, Co-founder and President, 
Operation Smile, Norfolk, Virginia

William P. Magee Jr., DDS, MD, FACS, Co-founder and CEO, 
Operation Smile, Norfolk, Virginia

Sania Nishtar, SI, FRCP, PhD, Founder, Heartfile, Islamabad, Pakistan

Richard Paat, MD, Maumee, Ohio

Jean William Pape MD, Director of Gheskio Centers, Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
Professor of Medicine, Cornell University, New York, New York

Pablo Pons, MD & Maria Pons, PhD, Dublin, Ohio, Founders of Midwest Medical Missions

Edgar Rodas, MD, FACS and Dolores Reinbach Rodas, Founders, The Cinterandes 
Foundation, Cuenca, Ecuador

Albert G. Roode, MD (Posthumously), Pibor, Sudan

Jill Seaman MD, International Medical Relief Fund, Upper Nile, Sudan

Bruce C. Steffes, MD, MBA, FACP, FWACS, 
Pan-African Academy of Christian Surgeons

George Varghese, MBBS and Sheila Varghese, MBBS, Lady Willingdon Hospital,  
Manali, India

Sr. Yvonne Veins, RN, MEd, Apostle of the Needy, Sisters of Charity of Montreal, 
Grey Nuns, Lexington, Massachusetts

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA, President
Ira Abrahamson Jr.

Andrew B. Casabianca, MD, DMD
Lawrence V. Conway Jr.

David G. Cook
Rev. Robert G. Croskery 

James D. Diller, MD
Glenn W. Geelhoed, MD, PhD

Daniel T. Johnson, PhD 
Christopher J. Kelly

Thomas Pigott
Joseph Scazerro, PhD

HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD CONTINUED 



MEMORIALS*

Paul L. Arndt
Thomas R. Ball
Evelyn Boston

Henry M. Boston
Richard Boyer

Brian K. and Ethel Bradford
Robert J. Brotje Jr.

Catherine Ann Conway
Gilbert and Ruth Cook

Ray Eberts 
Timothy Field
Celia Findlay
James Findlay 

Hugo M. Gregory
John Hayes

Barbara Herring
Henry (Hank) Herschel

Theodore F. Horst
Dorothy Hussain
Ann Lacksonen
Ann Minwegen
Keith Niehous

Samuel D. Parsons
William Prebe

Joseph Provenzano
Frances M. Scazzero

Sr. Yvonne Viens

* Memorials have been created to honor in  
perpetuity those men and women who have made  

significant and substantial contributions of their time and  
talents to improving the lives of their sons and daughters in the world. 



SPECIAL APPRECIATION

The Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation wishes to express our special 
thanks and deep appreciation for the tremendous efforts of the UT Alumni 
Association staff in support of the Medical Mission Hall of Fame. Our special 
thanks to Daniel J. Saevig, Associate Vice President for Alumni Relations and 
Excutive Director of the UT Alumni Association, for his extraordinary work on 
behalf of our Foundation. The Medical Mission Hall of Fame is an official affiliate 
of the College of Medicine and Life Sciences of The University of Toledo. Special 
thanks, also, to Don Reiber from the Department of Communication for his selfless 
support of this program. 

Students for Medical Mission
Symposium Program

Saturday, March 22, 2014

9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Health Education Building Room 100

The University of Toledo Health Science Campus

The Students for Medical Missions, an organization affiliated with the College of 
Medicine and Life Sciences of The University of Toledo, hosted a Medical Mission 
Symposium on the Health Science Campus of The University of Toledo. Program 
presenters included, among other honorees, the inductees of the Class of 2014 to  
the Medical Mission Hall of Fame. Each of the speakers had an opportunity  
to discuss his or her medical missionary efforts and health care contributions to  
the underserved of the world.



MEDICAL MISSION HALL OF FAME
Toledo, Ohio

The Medical Mission Hall of Fame has been created by the Foundation to honor, 
through an annual public awards ceremony, those individuals and/or organizations 
that have made significant and substantial contributions to advancing the quality  
of life of their brothers and sisters throughout the world.

It is fitting and appropriate that they be recognized for their noble humanitarian 
efforts. Additionally, it is hoped that these commendatory efforts will serve as an 
inspiration to others to actively participate in, or support, medical mission activities 
and programs.

There are several types of Medical Mission Hall of Fame Awards: individual and 
organization awards. Award recipients are selected by the Medical Mission Hall of 
Fame Selection Committee based on extensive and deliberate reviews of the  
endeavors and accomplishments of individuals and organizations in the medical 
mission field. Awards are announced and presented on an annual basis.

To facilitate the humanitarian efforts of the Foundation, a distribution facility 
has been created to provide, at no cost to potential recipients, hospital/medical 
equipment and medical supplies to any organization or group committed to 
improving the human condition by providing urgently needed health care services.

To further the mission of the Foundation, travel stipends and Students for 
Medical Mission Scholarships are made available to qualified future medical 
mission participants. Funds to support these programs are made available by 
inductees of the Medical Mission Hall of Fame and past Students for Medical 
Mission participants. In addition, financial contributions have been made by 
private donors who have recognized the vital importance of a “hands on” 
mission experience in a dynamic global healthcare environment.

The Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation thanks each of you for your  
kind voluntary efforts and generous financial support.

Lawrence V. Conway, PhD, FASA 
President 
Medical Mission Hall of Fame Foundation

For additional information please refer to our website: mmhof.org. 
Our email address is medmissionhof@utoledo.edu 
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